
First Communion & Reconciliation - 9th July - Training & Conversation 

Dear Catechist 

  

First of all, apologies for contacting you so late in the year. I can assure you that 

you have not been forgotten, but the Pastoral Development Department has 

been heavily understaffed since its beginning last year. Hence, we have been 

mostly firefighting, rather than creating opportunities for your support and 

development. 

  

We are very aware that it must have felt like you have been abandoned by the 

archdiocese, working out the direction of travel with those in your care the best 

you can. We really value all you are doing and have tried very hard to carve out 

some space for a quality time with you. In other words, we would like to invite 

you to a day of training, conversation, sharing and support on Saturday 9th 

July in former LACE (now St Margaret Clitherow Centre). If this proves a 

helpful day, we would then like to go out and meet you in various corners of the 

diocese, but for now, former LACE is a helpful starting point for us in terms of 

organising the event (whilst we are still so short of helping hands). 

  

We’d like to welcome you from 10am with teas and coffees, for a 10.30am 

start. Since the archdiocese is no longer promoting With You Always as the 

flagship material (though this is still available from Gemini print for those who 

wish to continue using it), we would like to do a session on what needs to be 

covered in communion and reconciliation preparation, and how to choose your 

own materials, and where to get them from. We hope this will give you enough 

time to pull all the pieces together before you start the next year of preparation. 

In addition, there should be a chance to browse through some contemporary 

communion preparation books as we are trying to get Pauline Media bring 

along some resources ready for perusing, and maybe even some purchases. 

  

We would like to feed you some lunch as well, so please use this link to book 

yourselves in as soon as reasonably possible. This will allow us to organise the 

catering as well as make sure we have enough seats for you on the day. The 

most reasonably costed and environmentally friendly caterers we would like to 

use require a full order a month in advance, so we have to put the cut-off date 

for 10th June, unfortunately. Therefore, we would really appreciate your prompt 

booking within this time bracket because we’ll have to email them at the close 

https://rcaol.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=77691e8c13ee586209f894a07&id=b01e70686e&e=9945ea87ee
https://rcaol.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=77691e8c13ee586209f894a07&id=b01e70686e&e=9945ea87ee


 

of the 10th June. 

  

So far, this may have sounded like any other info event with a nice, free meal. 

However, we have the new Pastoral Plan in place, and so we would also like to 

work with you on how to do the preparation within the dynamic of 

accompaniment and synodality. These two clumsily long words are indeed the 

backbone of the Pastoral vision for the archdiocese, but they are really simply 

just encouraging us to think outside of the box. If you are up to the challenge of 

working out where the fresh skins for the new wine may be found in your own 

setting (Mt 9:14-17; Mk 2:18-22; Lk 5:33-39), we’ll be delighted to have you 

share your wisdom, experiences, questions and concerns with us and with one 

another. After all, accompaniment may just hint at the answer to the perennial 

question: where do we get more volunteers? (But let me not pre-empt the 

conversation!) 

  

At any rate, we will certainly finish by 3pm. 

  

Since we have your emails from some historic materials, and these are few and 

far between, we would like to ask you to kindly forward this email to your 

colleagues or invite them in person. (We will be sending a separate email to 

your priests as well.) Also, if you would like to be included on our Pastoral 

Development (almost) weekly bulletin (see a sample here), please 

subscribe here. And please do not hesitate to email back to tell us what you 

would like to get out of the day yourselves! It always helps with making the day 

more relevant to you. 

  

Many thanks and blessings, and I am looking forward to meeting you on 9th 

July. 

  

Monika Benitan 

Director of Pastoral Development  

Archdiocese of Liverpool 

St Margaret Clitherow Centre 

Croxteth Drive, Liverpool, L17 1AA   
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