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PILGRIMAGE TO SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO, MONTE SANTANGELO AND THE INCORONATA. It is proposed to go on pilgrimage. San Giovani Rotondo in southern Italy is the resting place of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina -Padre Pio- and the centre of pilgrimage venerating perhaps the most remarkable and most loved saints of our own times. San Giovanni is also conveniently situated to visit two other shrines. The nearby town of Monte Santangelo is one of the oldest places of pilgrimage in Europe. Since the early centuries of Christianity, people have gone there to venerate the shrine of St Michael the Archangel. The shrine of Our Lady Crowned, known as the Incoronata, is also within easy reach. This too has been a place of pilgrimage for may centuries. Each year on the last weekend of April the ancient statue of our Lady carried in procession and venerated by groups from many local parishes who come with floats portraying the lives of the saints or aspects of the faith. The pilgrimage will leave on Wednesday 26th April, 2023 and return on Wednesday 3rd May. The cost is £895 per person (single room supplement £169) which covers flights, seven nights in a four star hotel in San Giovanni Rotondo with bed, breakfast and dinner and the excursions to the Incoronata and Monte Santangelo.  More details about the pilgrimage will be made known in the coming weeks. Those who have been on other similar pilgrimages will testify to the value of such expeditions. The opportunity to refresh and renew our prayer life, our love of our Lord and of our Lady and the saints is combined with an experience commonly shared with our fellow parishioners and friends. The result is that we are strengthened both individually and as a community. The new experiences we share bind us to each other more completely and shore up the foundations of our Catholic life.
